
CAMDEN HISTORIC RESOURCES COMMITTEE  
MINUTES 

Tuesday July 10, 2018 - Walsh History Center 
                                                             
 
Members Present:  Chris Fasoldt (RM), Pat Skaling (RM), Dawna Pine (AM), Alison 
McKellar (Select Board Liaison), Susan Snead, Michael Skaling (Volunteers), and 
Ken Gross (Walsh History Center Liaison) 
 
Secretary's Report/Review of Minutes:  Minutes approved as written.   
 
Chair's Report:   Thank-you correspondence and a small box of chocolates were 
sent to Deb Andrews, Historic Preservation Program Manager of Portland, in 
appreciation for meeting with HRC in June regarding the Committee’s work in 
gathering ideas for a demolition delay ordinance. 
 
Pat asked all to be thinking of possible candidates for HRC membership moving 
forward.  Specifically, to be thinking of people with backgrounds in architecture, the 
building trades, historic building knowledge, or past experience in historic 
preservation.  Some of our current members would like to move from member to 
volunteer status. Reminders to Beedy, Judy, and Susan N. to check with Janice at 
the Town Office concerning continuing on the committee.  Alison suggested a 
possible candidate and will make contact. 
 
Select Board Liaison’s Report: Alison reported that the Route 1 North Committee 
met with Maine DOT yesterday and progress is being made.  DOT has made many 
modifications to their original plan with some concessions which the Route 1 
Committee has sought, but there still remain many questions.  The Route 1 North 
Committee is currently preparing a list of questions and concerns for which it seeks 
clarification and specifics.  HRC members are asked to contribute any questions 
that should be added to the list and send them to Alison.  One question raised from 
our group concerned the process for re-constructing the extant rock walls.  HRC 
group felt that it is important to reconstruct the walls while deconstruction is 
occurring and to not simply stockpile rocks for later reconstruction. Maine DOT will 
be negotiating over the next 12-18 months with individual property owners 
addressing owners’ specific concerns. 
 
Recently Pat was forwarded copies of correspondence between Maine DOT and 
Maine Historic Preservation which had been sent to Audra as Town Manager. This 
correspondence indicated that Maine Historic Preservation had been contacted by 
Maine DOT inquiring about any historically relevant properties in the area of the 
planned Route 1 construction. 
 
Maine Historic Preservation’s response to Maine DOT stated there were 3 properties 
which were National Register-eligible in the proposed highway construction plan 
and one rural National register-eligible site (Camden Hills State Park).  It also 
indicated that none of these was to be impacted by the proposed road work. The 
Historic Preservation Office also stated there were no potential archaeological sites 
in the path of the proposed construction.  This was good news, but Pat was not 
aware that Maine Historic Preservation had a compiled list of National Register-
eligible properties in this rural zone.  She will investigate and report back to HRC.   



 
On another issue, Alison related the Gartley and Dorsky evaluation of the 
Montgomery dam is on-going.  She has participated in the examination of the one 
hundred-year-old debris found in the old river bed under the buildings—many 
bricks, bottles, old pilings, and trash.   A report is expected to predict the effects if 
different levels of water are maintained under the buildings. 
 
HRC GOALS/OLD BUSINESS 
 
Stewardship 
Archives:  No report 

Village Green: On June 20th Camden Garden Club members weeded, pruned, and edged the 
beds at the Green.  Next workday is Monday, July 16th, 8 AM. 

Harbor Park and Amphitheater:  Dave Jackson submitted a copy of the June 15, 
2018 Amphitheater Report to Library Trustees.  Dave is continuing his work on 
trees, pruning of overgrown shrubs, and overall maintenance. 
   
Opera House:  In a recent e-mail, Dave Morrison informed the Select Board about 
the gutter situation at the Opera House. As Alison described the situation, when 
Smith & May recently repointed some of the brick work, they noted that gutters 
needed repair or replacement, and it appears that some of the water damage to the 
mortar and brickwork is due to gutter issues. Dave’s e-mail outlined for the Select 
Board some of the solutions to the gutter/water leaking problems and the possible 
ways to remediate these issues. The Select Board is scheduled to discuss the 
situation tonight at their July 10 meeting.   
HRC members felt that any work on the gutters and roof ice-slide fencing should be 
done in a way that complies with historic restoration standards, but gutter material 
does not necessarily need to be of copper.  The HRC was concerned that it was not 
copied on Dave’s e-mail to the Select Board.  Chris Fasoldt and Alison agreed to do 
a walk-around the Opera House after the meeting, and Chris will consult with Dave 
Morrison. 
 
Curtis Island: Michael reported that two double hung windows had been restored 
and re-installed in the Light Keeper’s House.  The corresponding window casings 
will be repainted sometime during the next two weeks.  The Keeper’s House will be 
touched-up this summer.  HRC expects to hear in August if the grant application to 
the Maine Community Foundation for the remaining window restoration work will be 
funded. 
 
Town Records: Alison will talk with Deedee and get the Curtis Island materials that 
are to be electronically archived.  These materials will then be transferred 
electronically. This will be done over the next few months. Rosalee may also be 
interested in helping.  
 
Education/Recognition 
Report of Historic Homes sub-committee: The committee had its second meeting 
June 29 and completed the design for the homeowner’s application form and also 
finalized the criteria to be used in determining a home’s qualification. The HHC 
plans to next write an implementation plan and create an informational brochure. 



 
The subcommittee will meet again August 24th.  Susan N. seeks more community 
members who may be interested in helping with this program.   
 
It was suggested that cost of a plaque may be a problem for some. The 
subcommittee should consider ways to fund plaques for those of limited means, and 
in all cases, the costs should be kept at a reasonable level.  
 
Signage for Historic Districts: Michael presented a draft concept proposal.  The 
group made suggestions as to content of the signs.  Alison offered to take the 
concept and create a digitized version which a sign manufacturer could then use to 
get all aspects correct, e.g., color, texture, size.   
 
Pat spoke with Code Enforcement/Development Director Jeremy Martin, who 
responded positively about the sign concept. HRC members were asked to think 
about design ideas and what was proposed at today’s meeting in order to discuss at 
the August meeting. Pat will consult with the Design Team when plans are firm.  
 
Other Historic Properties/Districts:  
Jacobs Avenue: Susan Snead updated the HRC on Jacobs Avenue as a potential 
Historic District.  Some homeowners currently appear to be interested. Pat will 
contact Alleson Bixler from the neighborhood. 
 
Mount Battie State Park and surrounds: Chris Fasoldt will be working with State 
Park officials and Maine Preservation Commission on the WWI Mount Battie 
Memorial nomination and on other aspects of the park which might qualify for 
historic recognition, i.e., the Hans Heistad structures in Camden Hills State Park as 
well as recognition of the early settlement of the Sagamore Farm area.  Pat and 
Chris will meet with Michael Goebel-Bain of Maine Historic Preservation to move the 
project forward. 
 
Policy 
Update of demolition delay ordinance sub-committee: The ordinance has undergone 
many drafts and revisions by the subcommittee and will soon be shared with the 
Select Board. A few decisions still need to be made after a final ordinance 
subcommittee review and with input from Jeremy, Alison.  If we have a quorum at 
our August meeting, the HRC could review and possibly vote to send the draft on to 
the Select Board for consideration.   
 
Budget 
HRC discussed whether we might want to use some budgeted funds for Historic 
District signs and some for a historic researcher if need be. Michael Goebel-Bain 
may recommend hiring a consultant to work on the National Register application for 
Mount Battie and State Park structures. Pat will try to get a sense of whether or not 
Michael will need help and if so, what cost we might expect.  Also, an estimate for 
the cost of the Historic District signs would be helpful. 
          
Meeting was adjourned at 5:45 PM 
 
Next meeting will be Tuesday, August 14 at 4 p.m. 


